[image: image1.jpg]


2011 Research Grant Program
Program Summary
February 2011
Background:  Precision Planting has for the past several years offered growers incentives for conducting yield data trials on products or concepts that advance the understanding of the impact of seed placement and environment on yield. A testing protocol has been developed by Precision Planting. Incentives are based on the completion of the protocol, independent of the research results. To further enhance our own research database, we established a grant program in 2010 to incentivize a greater range of research. This program encourages the development on independent research trials on issues affecting seed placement and environment and other important issues for increasing yields and productivity.
Overview:  The Research Grant Program offers incentives to anyone willing and capable of doing independent research on seed environment and placement issues pertinent to the industry. Interested parties should submit an application outlining their project and desire for assistance. Precision Planting will award grants based on the merit of the application.
Application:  Any research that studies the direct correlation of seeding placement or the impact of planting practices on the seedling environment to yield or yield response will be considered. A small sampling of proposals that could be considered:

· Planting down pressure levels impact on yield across one or multiple crops
· Residue management and residue handling equipment

· Seed spacing and placement variability and equipment performance

· Impact of Variable Rate planting populations to soil type, soil fertility, or historic performance

Note these are just a sampling of ideas. Any concept that can contribute to planting and seeding innovation will be considered. Interested parties are encouraged to submit an application proposal that includes the following information. Proposal Narrative – an outline of the study to be conducted including the nature of the study, people/parties involved, process for collecting data, and evaluation of the collected data. Summary of Parties Involved – any party that has a role in the study should be identified. Additionally, any potential conflicts of interest disclosed. Letters of Support – supplemental support for concepts presented in the application may be made in the form of letters of support. These are not required to be considered for grant funding. Parties must use the Precision Planting Research Grant Program Application to submit information. Supplemental information and documents may be included with the application.
Funding: Precision Planting will award project funding in increments of $1,000 up to $10,000 per project based on available funds. Funding will be provided based on the research being performed as outlined in the application. Half of the funding will be furnished upon the awarding of the grant and half at the completion of the study. In exchange for providing assistance to approved projects, Precision Planting will be provided with full research report that includes all data collected and reserves the copyright to the publication of findings.
Applications will be reviewed on a first come, first served basis. Application Deadline for 2011 projects is March 25, 2011. Applications can be sent to:

Precision Planting


Research Grant Program


23207 Townline Road


Tremont, IL  61568

