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2011 Research Grant Program

February 2011
Application Instructions

Overview:  the Research Grant Program offers incentives to anyone willing and capable of doing independent research on seed environment and placement issues pertinent to our industry. Interested parties should submit an application outlining their project and desire for assistance. Precision Planting will award grants based on the merit of the application.
Application:  Any research that studies the direct correlation of seed placement or the impact of planting practices on the seedling environment to yield or yield response will be considered. Interested parties need to submit an application proposal that includes the following information. 
Proposal Narrative – a detailed outline of the study to be conducted including:

Nature of the Proposed Trial – define what is being tested, the hypothesis, methodology being used, and the necessity or contribution the study has to the industry. It is important to properly identify the variables being tested and controls you will be using in the experiment. 
Qualification of those doing the Work – communicate how the people or entities involved have the ability and resources to conduct the proposed trial.
Commitments and Support – identify the support you have from parties or entities that would be effected by the research trial activity. Can be done here or referenced in the Summary of Parties Involved section.
Project Leadership – who will be responsible for doing or ensuring the necessary activity is done according to the protocols set forth in the application.
Work Plan/Budget – outline the specific steps that will be taken during the trial and identify the direct costs associated with the trial.
Amount Requested – layout your request for assistance from Precision Planting. Reference the budget section as necessary.
Other Financial Support – disclose any received or applied for sources of financial or in-kind support.
Goals of the Project – state what you hope to accomplish with the research trial.
Performance Evaluation Criteria – layout the method of how you will evaluate the trial or how to determine the trial was successfully executed.
Summary of Parties Involved – any party that has a role in the study should be identified. Disclose the level of involvement, type of support, and any potential conflicts of interest with the study.
Letters of Support – supplemental support for concepts presented in the application may be made in the form of letters of support. These are not required to be considered for grant funding, but will help in determining the viability of the study and will become increasingly important when evaluating projects of large size and scope.
Funding: Precision Planting will award project funding in increments of $1,000 up to $10,000 per project based on available funds. Funding will be provided based on the research being performed as outlined in the application. Half of the funding will be furnished upon the awarding of the grant and half at the completion of the study. In exchange for providing assistance to approved projects, Precision Planting will be provided with full research report that includes all data collected and reserves the copyright to the publication of findings.
Parties must use the Precision Planting Research Grant Program Application to submit information. Supplemental information and documents may be included with the application. Applications will be reviewed on a first come, first served basis.. Application Deadline for 2011 projects is March 25, 2011. Questions about the application process should be directed to Dustin Blunier at 309-925-5050 or dustin.blunier@precisionplanting.com.
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